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In this study the economic progress Black Americans have made in
Mississippi for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970 has been reviewed.
The best measuring stick for determining economic progress is an
1
upward change in the real per capita income of individuals. Employment
determines income; the level of income is related to the kind of job one
is able to obtain; and jobs are related to education and training. Income,
education and employment, therefore, were the variables in determining the
economic progress of Blacks in Mississippi for the periods, 1950, 1960 and
2
1970.
Income, education and employment changes of Blacks in Mississippi
were selected for research by the writer because of the very limited infor¬
mation available on Blacks in Mississippi, and the increased amount of
interest the writer has had in Mississippi since the early 1960's
Blacks in Mississippi have had a unique economic history in the last
twenty (20) years, moving mainly from agricultural workers in the 1950's
to little employment in the early 1960's due to mechanization and to industry
workers in the late '60's.
Purpose
The general purpose of this study was to examine the income, education
and employment changes of Blacks in Mississippi during the periods 1950,
1960 and 1970.
^
Vivian Henderson, The Economic Status of Negroes: In the Nation and




The freedom Information Service Notes on the condition of the
Mississippi Blacks 1972. (Edward, Miss., 1972) p. 13
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While it cannot be denied that important changes have occured in
the income, education and employment of Blacks in Mississippi in the past
twenty (20) years, critical questions have been considered regarding the
rapidity of these changes. The question was not whether Blacks in
Mississippi have made economic progress, but whether it has been rapid
enough to enable them to adjust to an economy where the rate of change is
cumulative and intense. The question was whether the momentum of change is
great enough to close the economic gap which exist between blacks and whites
in Mississippi.
Scope and Limitations
The study was limited to income, education and employment changes
of Blacks in Mississippi for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970. In such a
study, it was utterly impossible to cover all aspects of the topics; there¬
fore, data have been used which is felt to have the greatest impact on the
study.
Method of Research
This research was concerned with the changes in income, education
and employment of Blacks in Mississippi for the periods 1950, 1960 and
1970. Data have been gathered from Atlanta University, University of
Mississippi, Memphis State University, Rust College and the United States
Census Reports. Income changes of blacks for all three (3) periods were
first gathered and compared with whites. Changes in the educational level
of blacks for all three (3) periods were gathered and compared with whites.
Employment changes of blacks were then gathered and compared with whites.
The data have been analyzed and the tables have been compiled manually for
this research.
This study presents facts statistically as they are found unless
otherwise indicated.
10
All information in this study represents the state of Mississippi. Since
Blacks represent 99.6 per cent of the state's non-whites, census reports
and other data on non-whites will be considered as applicable to Blacks.
Significance of Study
Economically, progress appears to have been made by blacks in
Mississippi for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970. There are also signs
which suggest that any improvement in the economic level of blacks have
been sufficient enough to allow them to overcome the marginal economic
level between blacks and whites.
In reviewing the literature, it was found that a complete study
on the economic status of blacks in Mississippi has not been compiled.
It is therefore, felt that this study can be of great significance in
bridging the gap on materials concerning the economic progress of blacks
in Mississippi,
Progress of Inquiry
The study is divided into three (3) main chapters. C’apter I
is the introduction and a review of the literature.
Chapter II, which is the research in the paper is divided into
three (3) parts.
Part I deals with the income for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970
and comparing individual and family income for the periods by showing
the percentage of income earned in income groups. A comparison is
also made in the income level of blacks and the income level of whites
for the same periods 1950, 1960 and 1970.
Part II deals with the educational levels of Blacks in Mississippi
for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970; the percentage of blacks eligible and
enrolled in school in given age groups and the percentage of blacks
completing grade levels.
n
This part also examined the educational differences between blacks and
whites.
Part III deals with the employment levels of Blacks in Mississippi
for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970; the type of occupations; the per¬
centage of blacks in different occupations; and the occupational distributio
of black workers. This part also examines the occupational distribution
between blacks and whites for the two (2) decades 1950 through 1960, and
1960 through 1970.
Chapter III deals with the findings, the summary, the conclusion
and the recommendations. In the findings, correlation and the least square
analysis were employed to examine income, education and employment.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Economic Changes in Mississippi
A review of literature, shows that some improvements have been
made in the economic condition of Mississippi since 1950, but the state
still lags far behind all other states. For every year since 1950,
Mississippi has ranked last among the fifty (50) states in per capita
income.
In the past, Mississippi's social and economic structure has
been heavily oriented toward agriculture, which in turn relied on large
numbers of low-wage farm laborers. Improved farming techniques and
technological advances have not only increased farm production capabilities,
but have displaced virtually all the unskilled farm laborers. As a




John Hamilton, Mississippi's Changing Economy (Jackson:
Mississippi Research and Development 19b9), p. 1.
12
There is a definite trend, already well established toward cultural and
economic standards that provides an improved and better standard of
5
living for all Mississippians.
The state's economic progress depends upon an improved educational
level of the entire population and on the size and quality of the labor
force. Mississippi is now enlarging and improving its educational
facilities in order to fulfill the requirements of its new economic
6
structure.
Income, Education and Employment Changes of Blacks in the Nation
During the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970, blacks have made
considerable economic progress, although, they still lagged well behind
the population as a whole. This progress is evident, whether defined in
7
terms of income, employment or education.
The period between 1950 and 1970 brought noticeable improvement
in the income level of blacks as compared to whites. In 1950 the
median of income of non-white families was $1,671, by 1967, it had
risen to $5,041- a gain of 76 per cent. For white families the
corresponding figures were $5,643 in 1950 and $8,274, a rise of 47 per
8
cent.
One of the prime factors underlying the high percentage increase
in the income level of non-whites as compared to whites was the gain






Mississippi Council on Human Relations " A Look at the Negro"
The Interpreter Vol. 67 (Jackson: April 24, 1911) p. 4.
g
Henderson, Op cit, p. 7.
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In 1967 the median years of school completed by non-white was 10.2
years; for whites the corresponding number was 12.3 years; a difference
of 2.1 years. In 1950, however, the median years of schooling for non¬
whites were 8.0 years and for whites the figure was 11.5 years, a gap of
9
3.5 years.
When compared with the state as a whole employment opportunities
for blacks have also made some improvement during the periods 1950, 1960
and 1970. While total employment increased by 11.5 per cent for the
10
periods 1950, 1960 and 1970 that for non-whites rose by 14 per cent.
Gains in occupations have been particularly striking in; professional and
technical fields, in clerical work, in semi skilled factory jobs and
non-household service tasks. Skilled craftsman occupations among non¬
whites have also increased somewhat faster than total employment for the
11
state of Mississippi.
To a considerable extent, the occupational upgrading among non¬
whites has been paralleled an obsolute decline in their employment as
12
private household workers, as fanners and farm workers.
In general where those occupations in total employment are growing
most rapidly, the rate of growth of non-white employment has been even
faster; and in those occupations where total employment is declining, non
13
white employment is showing an even swifter decline.
g
U. S. Department of Labor The Social and Economic Status of Negroes




Andrew F. Brimmer, "The Black Revolution and the Economic Future of




Henderson, Op cit, p. 13
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Several conclusions can be drawn from this data. Between 1950
and 1970, the higher the education level, the more rapid was the rise in
income for blacks. The relative increases for blacks in income were one
and one half time as large as white. Better jobs are also the result of
better education for blacks.
Income, Education and Employment Changes of Blacks in Mississippi
Dr. Vivian Henderson states concerning income of Blacks in
Mississippi that,
Negroes in Mississippi are on a tread mill and time is in reality
running out on them as a group, in their pursuit of parity with the
whites. Negroes in Mississippi have to run exceptionally fast in
order to stand still. New forces must be vigorously brought into
play if the relative gains of the past twenty (20) years are not to
be eliminated or wiped out during the immediate years ahead.14
In 1950 the median wage and salary income of blacks was equivalent
to 41% of that of whites. In 1960 the median income difference between
blacks and whites still remained the same in Mississippi. By 1970 the
15
median income difference between blacks and whites have declined to 39%.
.. The U. S. Department of Labor in the Social and Economic Status of
Negroes in the United States, 1970 states that.
The family income of Negroes in Mississippi is slightly better. In
1960 there was $1,522 separating the median income of whites and non¬
whites in Mississippi; in 1950 the difference had been only $1,080..
Negroes in Mississippi are falling even farther behind for 1965 and
1970.
Dr. Vivian Henderson states concerning employment of Blacks in
Mississippi that.
The source of improvement in the economic status of Negroes during
the past twenty (20) years has been their movement out of agricultural
into manufacturing and construction where they found unskilled and semi¬






Department of Labor, U. S. Op cit., p. 69
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Henderson, Op cit., p. 17
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Increased use of labor saving devices-automation-means that
employment opportunity in semi-skilled and unskilled work will continue
to decline. It will therefore become increasingly difficult for Negroes
to attain higher or even retain previous levels of employment in those






Part I Changes in Income Between 1950 through 1970
This part of Chapter II will examine the Income change of blacks
for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970. Tables have been established to
show the relationship between the Income of blacks and whites for the
periods 1950, 1960 and 1970.
During the periods from 1960 -1970 the per capita Income of
blacks did make Improvements. The per capita Income for blacks In
Mississippi Increased from $620 to $898; a 30 per cent Increase. Even
though some Improvement has been made, the Income Increase for blacks
over the two (2) decades Increased at a decreasing rate, whereas the
per capita Income of whites has Increased at and Increasing rate. The
per capita Income between blacks and whites also widened from $113 In
1950 to $1,647 In 1970. Data regarding per capita Income Is found In
Tables 1 and 2.
TABLE 1





*U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census 1950, 1960 and 1970.




PERCENTAGE CHANGE OF WHITES AND NON-WHITES BETWEEN 1950, 1960 and 1970
1950-1960 1960-1970 1950-1970
Whites .41 .52 .71
Non-Whites .20 .16 .30
*U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census 1950, 1960 and 1970,
General Social and Economic Characteristic, (Washington 1950, i960 and 1970.
In 1950 the income of blacks lagged far behind whites in every respect.
In 1950, 68.6 per cent of the non-<white families and/related individuals in
the state had an earned income of $1,000 or below, compared to 34.7 per cent
whites. Only 0.7 per cent of the non-whites in the state had an income of
$4,000 or more compared to 14.5 per cent whites. This means that 25.0 per
cent of the non-whites in the state had an income between $1,000 and $4,000,
compared to 95 per cent whites. In the rural farm area, 80.0 percent of
the non-whites in the state had an income of $1,000 or below, whereas 0.4
per cent had incomes of $4,000 or more, compared to 48.9 and 12.5 per cent
for whites respectively.
In urban areas, 50.7 per cent non-whites had an income of $1,000 or
below, whereas 0.7 per cent had incomes of $4,000 or more compared to 22.1
and 24.6 per cent respectively for whites.
In 1950 the median income of blacks was $601.00, compared to a
median income of $1,614 for whites.
Data regarding income of whites and blacks for 1950 is found in
Tables 3 and 4.
18
TABLE 3










357,295 134,895 96,940 125,910 262,525 79,450 50,320 132,665
Report!ng 340,190 125,445 92,960 121,775 253,740 76,620 48,660 128,460
Under $1,000 118,260 27,753 31,020 59,485 174.260 38,855 32,280 103,125
$1,000-1,999 79,560 22.960 23,735 33,865 58,090 25,605 12,390 20,095
$2,000-2,999 55,240 23,415 16,520 15,305 15,795 8,895 3,100 3,800
$3,000-3,999 37,905 20,455 11,060 6,390 3,770 2,220 635 915
$4,000-4,999 20,525 12,235 5,460 3,830 900 555 120 225
$5,000-5,999 11,110 7,000 2,685 1,427 320 180 65 75
$6,000-6,999 6,300 4,250 1,245 805 150 55 15 80
$7,000-7,999 6,125 4,020 1,270 835 265 155 35 75
$8,ooo-ftbeye
Median
5,165 3,365 965 835 198 100 20 70
Income 1.614 2.475 1,656 1.035 601 948 642 449




PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF WHITE AND NON-WHITE FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS - 1950
*Taken from: Table 3, Income of Whites and Non-Whites Families and unrelated Individuals-urban
and rural, 1950.
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In 1960, substantial improvement was made in the income of Blacks
and whites in Mississippi. In 1960,45.6 per cent of non-white families
and unrelated individuals in the state had an earned income of $1,000 or
below compared to 17.9 per cent for whites. The percentage of non-whites
having an Income of $4,000 or more in 1960 was 7.5 per cent compared to
44.4 per cent for whites. In the rural farm area, 55.0 per cent of the
non-whites in the state had an income of $1,000 or below, whereas 7.5
per cent had an income of above $4,000 compared to 20.0 per cent and
28.6 per cent respectively for whites.
In the urban areas, 34.1 per cent of the non-whites had incomes
below $1,000, and 11.4 per cent of the non-whites had an income of $4,000
compared to 14.5 and 44.9 per cent respectively for whites.
Data regarding income of Blacks and whites for 1960 is found in
Tables 5 and 6.
21
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Total 397,436 181,790 147,278 68,368 224,960 86,936 80,079 57,945
Under $1,000 71,313 26,329 29,505 13,475 102,685 29,667 41,126 31,892
$1,000-1,999 53,095 18,174 20,900 14,021 58,178 21,274 20,723 16,181
$2,000-2,999 47,723 17,719 19,298 10,706 32,202 16,976 9,853 5,373
$3,000-3,999 47,042 19,574 19,064 8,404 15,161 9,117 4,049 1,995
$4,000-4,999 42,773 19,542 16,876 6,355 7,707 4,751 1,953 1,003
$5,000-5,999 37,869 19,319 14,061 4,489 3,683 2,122 911 650
$6,000-6,999 28,082 15,876 9,205 3,001 2,119 1,259 538 322
$7,000-7,999 20,337 12,370 6,111 1,856 1,413 824 362 222
$8,000-8,999 14,141 9,060 3,833 1,198 606 345 149 112
$9,000-9,999 9,117 5,935 2,510 672 413 189 151 79
$10,000-above
Median
25,944 17,892 5,865 2,178 787 412 264 111
Income $ 3,365 $ 4.466 $ 3.206 $ 2,438 $ 1,168 $ 1.649 $ 974 $ 908
* Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census 1960, General and Social Characteristic, 1960.
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Reporting 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $1,000 17.9 14.5 20.0 22.6 45.6 34.1 51.4 44.0
$1,000-1,999 13.4 10.1 14.2 20.5 25.9 24.5 25.9 27.9
$2,000-2,999 12.0 9.7 13.2 15.7 14.3 19.5 12.3 9.3
$3,000-3,999 11.8 10.8 12.9 12.3 6.7 10.4 5.1 3.5
$4,000-4,999 10,8 10.7 11.5 9.3 3.4 5.5 2.4 1.7
$5,000-5,999 9.5 10.6 9.5 6.6 1.6 2.5 1.5 1.1
$6,000-6,999 7.1 8.7 6.3 4.4 0.9 1.4 0.6 0.6
$7,000-7,999 5,1 6.8 4.1 2,7 0.7 0.9 0.5 0.4
$8,000-8,999 3.6 5.0 2.6 1.8 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2
$9,000-9,999 2.3 3.3 1.7 0.9 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1
$10,000-above 6.5 9.8 4.0 3.2 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.2
♦Taken from: Table 5, Income in 1950 of Families and Unrelated Individuals by Color
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In 1970 the income level of blacks and whites made a substantial
improvement relative to the same income level in 1950 and 1960. In 1970,
13.2 per cent of the non-white families and unrelated individuals in the
state had an earned income of $1,000 or below, compared to 3.8 per cent for
whites. 39.1 per cent of the non-whites in the state had an income of
$4,000 or more compared to 77.8 per cent for whites. In the rural farm
area, 16.9 per cent of the non-whites in the state had incomes of $1,000
or below whereas 39.8 per cent had incomes of $4,000 or more compared with
6.3 and 67,1 per cent respectively for whites.
In urban areas, 15.0 per cent non-whites had an income below $1,000
whereas 39.2 per cent had incomes of $4,000 or over compared with 2.5 and
84.7 per cent respectively for whites.
Data regarding the income of blacks and whites for 1970 is found
in Tables 7 and 8.
24
TABLE 7












Total 374,229 171,711 158,942 43.756 159,070 68,192 70,038 20,840
Under $1,000 14,162 4,236 7,183 2,743 20,950 6,867 11,556 3,527
$1,000-1,999 22,747 6,156 12,508 4,083 30,571 10,459 14,986 5,126
$2,000-2,999 22,101 7,158 11,082 3,861 23,626 8,818 10,924 3,804
$3,000-3,999 23,145 8,645 12,809 3,691 21,697 9,191 9,808 2,698
$4,000-4,999 26,025 9,812 12,631 3,582 16,215 7,694 6,890 1,631
$5,000-5,999 29,038 11,656 13,586 3,796 12,272 6,201 4,828 1,243
$6,000-6,999 31,318 13,031 15,036 3,351 9,457 4,819 3,717 921
$7,000-7,999 30,215 13,600 13,522 3,093 6,689 3,601 2,573 515
$8,000-8,999 20,569 13,088 12,719 2,962 4,815 2,719 1,662 434
$9,000-9,999 23,396 11,580 9,715 2,101 3,531 2,081 1,178 572
$10,000-above 122,413 72,749 39,151 10,513 9,247 3,865 2,868 520
Median
Income $5,270 $5,878 $6,710 $6,010 $2,682 $3,865 $2,868 $2,712

















Reporting 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 00.0 100.0
Under $1.000 3.8 2.5 4.5 6.3 13.2 15.0 14.4 16.9
$1,000-1,999 6.0 3.6 7.9 9.4 19.2 15.4 21.4 24.7
$2,000-2,999 5.9 4.2 7.1 8.8 14.9 12.9 16.0 18.6
$3,000-3,999 6.5 5.0 7.4 8.4 13.6 13.5 14.1 13.0
$4,000-4,999 6.9 5.8 7.9 8.2 10.3 11.3 9.8 7.5
$5,000-5,999 7.8 6.7 8.5 8.7 7.7 9.1 6.9 6.0
$6,000-6,999 8.4 7.6 9.5 7.6 5.9 7.1 5.3 4.5
$7,000-7,999 8.1 7.9 8.5 7.0 4.2 5.2 3.7 2.5
$8,000-8,999 7.6 7.6 6.0 6.7 3.0 4.0 2.4 2.1
$9,000-9,999 6.3 6.7 6.1 4.8 2.2 3.1 1.7 1.4
$10.000-over 32.7 42.4 24.6 124.1 5.8 3.4 4.3 2.8
♦Taken from: Table 7, Income of Whites and Non-WhitesFamilies and Unrelated Individuals Urban and
Rural - 1970.
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In comparing the median income of whites and non-whites in
Mississippi with whites and non-whites in the United States, the income
difference is greater between whites and non-whites in the United States
than whites and non-whites in Mississippi. At the same time, the income
difference between the two (2) groups widen in each of the periods
respectively, 1950 to 1960 to 1970.
Data regarding the median income of blacks and whites in the
United States and Mississippi is found in Table 9.
27
TABLE 9
MEDIAN INCOME OF UNITED STATES, BY COLOR, COMPARED WITH MISSISSIPPI
1950 1960 1970
U. S. Miss. U. S. Miss. U. S. Miss.
Whites 3,390 1,614 5,424 3,565 7,782 5,270
Non-Whites 1,671 601 3,058 1,168 5,130 2,682
Dollar Difference $1,719 $1,013 $2,366 2,397 2,652 2,588
* Source: U. S, Department of Commerce, U. S. Census 1950, 1960 and 1970 General Social and
Economic, 1950, 1960 and 1970
28
The difference in income between whites and non-whites in Mississippi
is due to the fact that the percentage change in income of blacks from 1950
to 1960 to 1970 declined whereas the percentage change of whites for the
period increased.
Data regarding the percentage change in the median income of white
and non-whites for 1950, 1960 and 1970 is found in Table 10.
29
TABLE 10
PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN MEDIAN INCOME OF WHITES AND NON-WHITES 1950, 1960 AND 1970
Year Median Income Percentage Change Median Income Percentage Change
1950 1,614 601
1960 3,565 45.3% 1,168 51.5%
1970 5,270 67.6% 2.682 43.5%
* Caculated from: Table 9, Median Income of United States, by Color, Compared with Mississippi
30
SUMMARY
For each of the two (2) decades 1950 to 1960 and 1960 to 1970,
the Income of blacks In Mississippi Increased, but at the same time
the Income difference between blacks and whites widen.
The difference In the Income between blacks and whites Is a
result of the declining percentage change In the Income of blacks from
1950 to 1960 and 1960 to 1970 and the rising percentage change In Income
of whites for the same period.
PART II EDUCATION CHANGES BETWEEN 1950 and 1970
This part of Chapter II will examine the educational achievements
of blacks and whites for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970. Tables have
been established to show the relationship between the education level of
blacks and whites in each of the given years.
The overall educational analysis shows that between 1950 and 1970,
the per cent of non-whites enrolled in school between the ages of five (5)
and twenty - four (24) increased by 17.7 per cent, but at the same time
the per cent of whites enrolled in school rose by 13.9 per cent.
Data regarding the total school enrollment from five (5) to twenty-
four (24) years is found in Table It.
31
TABLE II
TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY YEARS AND COLOR
FOR 5 TO 24 YEARS AGE GROUP
Whites Non-Whites
Years Total Pop. Enrolled In School Enrolled Total Pop. Enrolled In School Enrolled
1950 420,355 263,010 62.6 401,650 240,030 59.8
1960 396,958 306,826 77.2 364,104 253,628 77.8
1970 452.573 346,321 76.5 361,836 280,256 77.5
* Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census 1950. 1960 and 1970. General
Social and Economic Characteristics 1950. 1960 and 197Q.
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In 1950, 34.8 per cent of the non-whites between ages five (5)
and six (6) years were enrolled in school compared with 36.0 per cent of tl
whites. The greatest percentage of non-whites enrolled in school was
between the ages of seven (7) and thirteen (13) years; 91.2 per cent of
this age group was enrolled compared with 95.2 per cent of the same age
for whites. The percentages of non-whites enrolled in school between
fourteen (14) and fifteen (15) were 84.4 compared to 90.9 per cent for the
same age group for whites. The per cent of non-whites persons enrolled in
school between ages eighteen (18) and nineteen (19) were 27.3 per cent
compared to 41.1 per cent of the non-whites population between twenty (20)
and twenty-one (21) years were enrolled in school compared to 17.3 per cen'
for whites.
Data regarding school enrollment for 1950 is found in Table 12.
TABLE 12
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, BY AGE AND COLOR, 1950
White Non-White
Enrolled in School Enrolled in School
Agi Total
Population
Number Per Cent Total
Population
Number Per Cen1
5 to 6 years 47,630 17,155 06.0 51,135 17,180 34.8
7 to 13 years 156,005 148,455 95.2 161,975 147,755 91.2
14 to 15 years 41,520 37,735 90.9 40,955 34,595 84.5
16 to 17 years 38,835 29,455 75.8 38,145 22,905 59.9
18 to 19 years 41,930 17,220 41.1 34,747 9,770 27.3
20 to 21 years 38,570 6,670 17.3 31,280 4,065 13.0
♦Source: U. S. Department of Comn erce, U. S. Census of Pcpulation, 195C , General
Social and Economic Characteristics.
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In 1960, the education level of blacks, and whites continued
to increase but blacks seem to increase at a greater rate. In 1960,
46 per cent of non-whites between the ages of five (5) and six (6)
years were enrolled in school compared to 49.5 per cent for whites
in the same age group. The greatest per cent of non-whites enrolled
in school was between the ages of seven (7) and thirteen (13) years;
95.3 per cent of this age group was enrolled compared to 97.6 per
cent for whites. The percentage of non-whites enrolled in school
between fourteen (14) and fifteen (15) years of ..age was 94.7 compared
to 95.7 per cent for whites. The percentage of non-whites enrolled in
school between ages eighteen (18) and nineteen (19) was 51.9 compared
to 48.5 per cent for whites. 24.3 per cent of the non-white population
between twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) years of age were enrolled in
school compared to 23.6 per cent for whites.
Data regarding school enrollment for 1960 is found in Table
13.
lABLt U
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY AGE AND COLOR, 1960
White Non-White
Enrolled in School Enrol ed in School
Age Total
Population
Number Per Cent Total
Population
Number f er Cent
5 to 6 years 52,511 26,005 49.5 55,472 26,010 46.9
7 to 13 years 177,76 173,558 97.6 174,517 66,394 95.3
14 to 15 years 42,509 40,686 95.7 41,088 38,924 94.7
16 to 17 years 44,303 37,346 84.3 38,106 30,487 80.0
18 to 19 years 41,646 20,202 48.5 30,642 15,904 51.9
20 to 21 years 38,233 9,029 23.6 24,277 5,909 24.3
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population 1960, General
Social and Economic Characteristics.
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In 1970, 64.1 per cent of the non-whites between ages five (5)
and six (6) years were enrolled in school compared to 55.2 per cent for
whites. The greatest per cent of non-whites enrolled in school was bet¬
ween the ages fourteen (14) and fifteen (15) years; 96.0 per cent of this
age group was enrolled compared to 94.5 per cent for whites. The
percentage of non-whites enrolled in school between seven (7) and thirteen
(13) years was 93.8 per cent compared with 95.2 per cent for whites. The
percentage of non-whites enrolled in school between eighteen (18) and
nineteen (19) years of age was 52.6 compared with 53.3 per cent for
whites. 17.2 per cent of the non-white, population between twenty (20)
and twenty-one (21) years of age was enrolled in school compared to
26.4 per cent for the whites.
Data regarding school enrollment for 1970 is found in Table
14.
TABLE 14
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY AGE AND COLOR, 1970
White Non-White
Enrolled in School Enrolled in School
Sp ^lotiT
Population
Number Per Cent Total
Population
Number ’er Cent
5 to 6 years 52,337 28,895 55.2 43,274 27,751 64.1
7 to 13 years 188,069 178,984 95.2 157,575 147,837 93.8
14 to 15 years 54,965 51,928 94.5 46,389 44,554 96.0
16 to 17 years 51,484 44,276 90.0 42,068 34,883 82.9
18 to 19 years 53,925 28,311 53.3 35,984 18,933 52.6
20 to 21 years 52,693 13,927 26.4 36,546 6,298 17.2
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population 1970, General
Social and Economic Characteristics, 1970.
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Data for the periods 1950, 1960 and 1970 show that the percentage
of blacks completing formal education twenty-five (25) years and over
increased but at the same time the percentage of whites completing formal
education for the same period decreased.
In 1950, 8.7 per cent of non-whites living in the state, ages
twenty-five (25) and over, had no schooling, compared with 1.5 per cent
of whites in the same age group. 39.2 per cent of non-whites completed
grades one (1) through four (4), with 2. 3 per cent of non-whites
completing high school and 0.6 per cent completing four (4) years of
college compared with 7.9, 21.3 and 6.1 per cent respectively for each
of the three (3) years.
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TABLE 15
PERSONS OF AGE 25 YEARS AND ABOVE BY YEARS OF SCHOOL AND
COLOR, 1950 (PERCENTAGES)
Years Completed Total White Non-White
25 years and over 1,072,775 631,105 441,670
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
No School Completed 47,735 9,470 38,265
(4.4) (1.5) (8.7)
Elementary 1-4 years 323,240 49,940 173,200
(29.8) (7. 9) (39.2)
5-6 years 158,555 62.455 96,100
(14.8) (9.9) (21.8)
7 years 79,870 43,270 36,600
(13.6) { 6.3) (8.3)
8 years 145,515 103,270 42,245
(15.4) (16.3) ( 9.6)
High School 1-3 years 164,920 136,460 28,460
(12.3) (21.3) (6.4)
4 years 132,025 121,795 10,230
(5.4) (19.3) (2.3)
College 1-3 years (3.9) (8.4) (1.2)
57,775 52,505 5,270
4 or more years 41,265 38,505 2,760
(2.0) (6.1) (.6)




♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population
1950, General Social and Economic Characteristic, 1950.
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In 1960, 8.4 per cent of non-whites living in the state, ages
twenty-five (25) years and over had no schooling compared with 1.0 per
cent of whites in the same age group. 31.2 per cent of non-whites
completed grades one (1) through four (4), 12.3 per cent of the non-whites
completed eight {8th) grade, whereas, 4.2 per cent completed high school,
and 1.7 per cent completed college compared with 5.9, 24.4 and 7.8 per
cent respectively for each of the three (3) years.
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TABLE 16
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 25 YEARS AND OVER-1960
Years Completed Total White Non-White
25 years and over 1,064,967 681,959 383,107
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
No School completed 40,640 7,444 32,196
(3.8) (1.0) (8.4)
Elementary 1-4 years 160,015 40,274 119,741
(15.0) (5.9) (31.2)
5-6 years 129,105 51,865 77,240
(12.1) (7.6) (20.1)
7 years 73,278 38,400 34,828
(6.8) (5.6) (9.0)
8 years 143,737 106,287 33,684
(18.6) (24.1) (8.7)
High School 1-3 years 198,091 164,407 33,684
(18.6) (24.1) (8.7)
4 years 184,331 167,059 16,273
(4.2)(17.3) (24.4)
College 1-3 years 73,496 68,503 5,993
(5.5) (7.8) (1.7)
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population
1960, General Social and Economic Characteristic, 1960T
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In 1970, 6.1 per cent of non-whites living in the state, ages
twenty-five (25) and over, had no schooling compared with 1.2 per cent
of whites in the same age group. 22.4 per cent of the non-whites complel
grades one (1) through four (4); 13.8 per cent of the non-whites complete
eight (8th) grade. 8.7 per cent completed high school, and 3.7 per cent
completed college compared, to 4.0, 30.7 and 3.7 per cent respectively
for each of the three (3) years.
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TABLE 17
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 25 YEARS AND OVER-1970
Years Completed Total White Non-White
25 years and over 1,111,789 767,465 341,539
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
No school completed 30,151 8,928 20,628
(2.7) (1.2) (6.1)
Elementary 1-4 years 107,649 30,915 76,431
(9.7) (4.0) (22.4)
5-6 years 103,446 43,295 59,791
(9.3) (5.6) (17.5)
7 years 58,465 30,327 28,015
(4.4) (4.0) (8.5)
8 years 130,380 82,937 47,253
(11.7) (10.8) (13.8)
High School 1-3 years 181,599 167,307 58,468
(16.3) (21.8) (17.1)
4 years 183,596 235,890 29,723
(16.5) (30.7) (8.7)
College 1-3 years 99,907 91,112 8,559
(9.0) (11.9) (2.5)
4 years or more 89,563 76,754 12,571
(8.1) (10.0) (3.7)
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce. U. S. Census of Population
1970, General Social and Economic Characteristic, 1975^
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SUMMARY
For each of the two (2) decades 1950-1960 and 1960-1970, the
percentage of blacks twenty-five (25) and over completing formal
education increased while that of whites declined.
The percentage of blacks completing college age twenty-five (25)
and over increased from 0.6 per cent in 1950 to 3.7 per cent in 1970. T
percentage of whites in the same age group completing college declined
from 6.1 in 1950 to 3.7 in 1970.
PART III EMPLOYMENT CHANGES BETWEEN iqfin AND 1970
This part of Chapter III will examine the employment of Blacks for
1950, 1960 and 1970. It will compare these changes with those of whites.
Tables have been established to show the changes In the employment of
Blacks In Its relation to employment of Whites. In the two (2) decades
1950-1970, non-whites In Mississippi have undergone tremendous changes In
employment.
The number of non-whites In the labor force from 1950-1970 actually
decreased. In 1950, the percentage of non-whites In the labor force was 53.3
per cent. In 1960, the per cent of non-whites In the labor force Increased




THE LABOR FORCE OF NON-WHITES-1950, 1960 AND 1970
1950 1960 1970
Population White Non-White White Non-White White Non-White
14 years and over 847,825 630,190 892,695 546,778 1 ,044,065 519.560
Labor Force 421,465 336,150 470,667 271,963 556,963 227,224
Per Cent 49.7 53.3 52.7 49.7 53.3 43.7
Not in Labor Force 426.360 294.040 422.028 274.815 487.102 292.336
*Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population 1950, 1960 and 1970, General
Social and Economic Characteristics, 1950, I960 and 1970.
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Data for 1950, 1960 and 1970 show that improvement was made in
job occupations of blacks over the twenty year period.
In 1950, 336,150 non-whites were employed in the labor force.
The highest per cent of non-whites employed in a single area, 33.0
per cent, were employed as fanners and farm managers, compared to 33.5
per cent for whites. The second highest per cent of non-whites employed,
18.2 per cent, were employed as farm laborers, compared with 6.4 per
cent whites. 9.5 per cent non-whites were employed as private household
workers compared with 0.2 per cent for whites. 9.3 per cent were
employed as operative and kindred workers, compared with 12.7 per cent
for whites. Only 2.3 per cent non-whites were employed as professional
and technical workers compared with 7.9 per cent for whites, 0.5 per
cent in clerical work compared with 8.7 per cent for whites and 2.9
per cent as craftsmen compared with 10.3 per cent for whites.




OCCUPATION ON NON-WHITES 14 YEARS AND OVER IN THE STATE FOR 1950
Percentage of total persons
employed
White Non-White White Non-White
Total persons employed 421 ,465 336,150 86.4 77.5
Professional, technical and
kindred workers
33,552 7,776 7.9 2.3
Farmers and Farm Managers 95,077 110,995 22.5 33.0
Manegers, officials and proprietors 42,272 3,378 10.0 1.0
Clerical workers 36,748 1,722 8.7 0.5
Craftsmen 43,611 9.929 10.3 2.9
Private household workers 1,135 32,081 0.2 9.5
Farm Laborers 27,531 61,260 6.5 18.2
Sales Workers 31,044 1,961 7.3 0.5
Operative and Kindred workers 53,546 31.534 12.7 9.3
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population 1950, General Social and
Economic Characteristics.
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In 1960, 271,963 non-whites were employed in the labor force.
The highest per cent of non-whites employed in a single area, 19.2
per cent were employed as farm laborers compared to 2.6 per cent whites.
The second highest per cent of non-whites employed, 16.3 per cent,
were employed as private household workers compared to 0.7 per cent
whites. 12.3 per cent were employed as operative and kindred workers
compared to 18.3 per cent for whites. 12.0 per cent as farmers and farm
managers compared to 2.6 per cent for whites. Only 3.7 per cent were
employed as professional and technical workers compared to 9.4 per
cent whites. 10 per cent were employed as clerical workers compared
to 11.5 per cent for whites and 4.3 per cent as craftsmen compared to
12.5 per cent for whites.




OCCUPATION OF NON-WHITES 14 YEARS AND OVER IN THE STATE FOR 1960
Percentage of total persons
employed
tihite Non-White White Non-White
Total persons employed t70,667 271 .963
Professional technical and
kindred workers
44,379 10,137 9.4 3.7
Farmers and farm managers 39,559 32,867 8.4 12.0
Managers, official and proprietors 48,365 2,879 10.2 1.0
Clerical workers 54,515 2,764 11.5 1.0
Craftsmen 58,851 11,853 12.5 4.3
Private household workers 3,319 44,573 0.7 16.3
Farm Laborers 12,436 52,295 2.6 19.2
Operative and kindred workers 86.350 33,698 18.3 12.3
♦Source U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population, General Social and
Economic Characteristics, 1960.
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In 1970, ZZTtZZ^ non-whites were employed In the labor force.
The highest per cent of non-whites employed in a single area, 16.0
per cent, were employed as operative and kindred workers compared to
15.2 per cent for whites. The second highest per cent of non-whites
employed, 12.0 per cent, were employed as private household workers
compared to 0.4 for whites. 7.7 per cnet were employed as professional
technical workers and farm laborers compared to 12.5 per cent for whites.
7.5 per cent non-whites were employed as craftsmen as compared to 14,5
per cBBt for whites.




OCCUPATION OH NON-WHITES 14 YEARS AND OVER IN THE STATE FOR 1970
Percentage of total persons
employed
White Non-White White Non-White
Total persons employed 556,963 227,224
Professional, technical and
kindred workers
70,177 117,629 12.5 7.7
Farmers and farm managers 16,005 4,629 2.8 2.0
Managers, official and
Proprietors
53,739 3,620 9.6 1.5
Clerical workers 82,739 7,995 14.7 3.5
Craftsmen 80,910 17,174 14.5 7.5
Private household workers 2,248 27,338 0.4 12.0
Farm laborers 7,838 17,665 1.4 7.7
Sales workers 39,534 2,309 7.0 1.0
Operative kindred workers 85,027 36,361 15.2 16.0
♦Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, U. S. Census of Population 1970, General
Social and Economic Characteristics.
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SUMMARY
The number of blacks 1n the labor force declined from 1950 to
1970. This decline was due mainly to the fact that the population of
blacks living in the state of Mississippi also declined, especially
in the employment age group.
The percentage of blacks who went into occupations such as
professional and technical workers, clerical and craftsmen increased
during the period from 1950 through 1970. At the same time occupations





The purpose of this chapter is to analyze the income, education
and employment of blacks in Mississippi from 1950 through 1970 to see;
(1) if blacks in Mississippi have made any economic progress from 1950
through 1970, and (2) if blacks have made economic progress, have they
been able to close the gap which exist economically between the blacks
and whites.
FINDINGS
In the examination of Number one the writer has employed
correlation analysis to see if improvement has been made by blacks in
terms of income and education. Employment data will not be used in
the analysis because the data does not follow a given pattern.
The basis assumptions which are used in this analysis are:
(1) there is no direct relationship between income and education, there¬
fore, a correlation between these variables would be invalid; the
correlation employed is related to income vs. the percentage of person
in each income category and education vs. the percentage of persons
completing formal education twenty-five (25) years and over; (3)
because the variables in the data are exponential, these relationships






(4) in setting up the data using small x and y, there is not enough
detail information to find a mean, therefore, the mean is considered
to be the mid-point on each line represented.
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Even if the mean is not actually the mid-point on the line, the
analysis still will not be changed to any extent. In other words,
the mean may slide up and down the line at any point, but will not
affect the analysis; and (5) A comparison will be made on the slop
of the least square lines and correlation over the two-decade
periods.
In changing the information on graph to log the mid-point
10
of each grade category is taken.
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TABLE 22
♦Percentage of Non-Whites 25 years and Over completing Grades 1-16




Per Cent of Non-Whites
Completing Some Grade
Between 1-16
Y = 39.2, logy = 1.59
Y = 21.8, logy = 1.34
Y = 8.3, logy = 0.90
Y = 9.6, logy = 0.98
Y = 6.4, logy » 0.81
Y = 2.3, logy = 0.36
Y= 1.2, logy = .08
X = 2.5., log. •OH
X = 5.5, log. * 0.75
X = 7. log. = 0.85
X = 8, log. = 0.9
X = 10. log. = 1
X = 12, log. = 1.08
X = 14. log. = 1.15
See Table 15 for data,
b
See Appendix A for computation
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Figure 1
*1950 Percentage of Non-Whites 25 years and Over Completing Grades
1-16 Based on log-jQ
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TABLE 23






Per Cent of Non-Whites
With Income
Mid-Point
Y = 22.9, logy = 1.36
Y = 6.2, logy = 0.78
Y = 1.5, logy = 0.21
Y = 0.3, logy = .05
Y = 0.1, logy = .04
Y = 0.1, logy = .04
Y= 0.1, logy = .04
Y = 0.1, logy = .04
X = 1 ,500, log^^ = 3.18
X = 2,500, logj^ = 3.40
X = 3,500, log = 3.54
X
X = 4,500, log^^ = 3.65
X = 5,500, log^ = 3.74
X = 6,500, log^^ = 3.81
X = 7,500, log^ = 3.86
X = 8,500, log^ = 3.92
See Table 3 for data,
d




1950 Percentage of Non-Whites with Income Between $1,000-$8,999.
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TABLE 24
Percentage of Non-Whites 25 years and Over Completing Grades 1-16
Based on log-jQ -1960*
Per Cent of non-whites
completing grades 1-16
Y = 31.2, logy = 1.49
Y = 20.1, logy * 1.30
Y = 9.0, logy = 0.95
Y = 12.3, logy = 1.12
Y = 8.7, logy = .90
Y = 4.2, logy = 0.60
Y * 1.5, log = .02
y
Y= 1.7, logy = .03
Grades Completed
Mid-Point
X = 2.5, log^ * 0.4
X = 5.5, log^^ = 0.75
X = 7, logj^ = .85
X = 8, logj( = 0.90
X = 10, log = .1
X = 12, log^^ = 1.08
X = 14, log^^ = 1.15
X = 16, log^^ = 1.18
See Table 16 for data,
f
See Appendix C for computation.
Figure 3
*
Percent of Non-Whites Completing Grades 1-16.
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TABLE 25
Percentage of Non-Whites with Income Between $1,000-$8,999 Based on
log^Q -1960*
Y







Y = 23.9, log = 1.41
Y = 14.3, logy = 1.16
Y = 6.7, logy = .78
Y = 3.4, logy = .48
Y= 1.6, logy = .25
Y = .9, logy = .09
Y = .7, logy = .08
Y = .3, logy = .05
X = 1,500, logj^ = 3.18
X » 2,500, logj^ = 3.40
X = 3,500, logj^ = 3.54
X = 4,500, logj^ = 3.74
X = 5,500, log^ = 3.65
X = 6,500, log^^ = 3.81
X = 7,500, log^^ = 3.86
X = 8,500, log^ = 3.92
See Table 6 for data.
I




1960 percent of non-whites with an Income Between $1,000-$8,999.
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TABLE 26
Percentage of Non-Whites 25 years and Over Completing Grades 1-16 Based on
log^O -1970*
Y = 22.4, logy = 1.35
Y = 17.5, logy = 1.24
Y = 8.2, logy = .90
Y = 13.8, logy = 1.40
Y = 17.1, logy = 1.23
Y = 8.7, log = .91
y
Y = 2.5, logy = .31
Y = 3.7, logy = .49
~1
See Table 17 for data,
j
X = 2.5, log^^ = 0.4
X = 5.5, log^^ = 0.75
X = 7, logj( = .85
X = 8, logj^ = .90
X = 10, log^ = 1
X = 12, logj^ = 1.08
X = 14, log^^ = 1.15
X = 16, log^ = 1.20





1970 percent of Non-Whites 25 years and Over Completing Grades
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TABLE 27
Percentage of Non-Whites With Income Between $1,000-$8,999 Based on
log^o - 1970*
Y = 19.2, logy = 1.28
Y = 14.9, logy = 1.17
Y = 13.6, logy = 1.13
Y = 10.3, log = 1.01
Y = 7.7, log = .85
Y
Y = 5.9, logy = .70
Y = 4.2, logy = .60
Y = 3.0, logy = .48
X = 1,500, logj^ = 3.18
X = 2,500, logj^ = 3.40
X = 3,500, log,^ = 3.54
X = 4,500, log^ = 3.65
X = 5,500, logj^ = 3.74
X = 6,500, logj^ = 3.81
X = 7,500, log^ = 3.86
X = 8,500, log„ = 3.92
Ic
See Table 8 for data.
1
See Appendix F for computation.
*
A comparison of the slope of the least Square Line for Education
1950, 1960 and 1970.
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ANALYSIS OF THE LEAST SQUARE LINE FOR EDUCATION OF BLACKS
for 1950, 1960 and 1970
The slope of the line for each year shows that improvement has
been made in education for each of the three (3) year periods represented:
1950, 1960 and 1970. The slope of the lines for each year are: 1950,-2.008
1960,-1.8189 and 1970,-1.2261. The slope is greatest in 1970 which shows
that there is improvement in the education level from 1950 to 1970. This
can also be seen in figure 8 which shows the slope of 1970 is greater than
the other years.
The correlation is between the education level and population in
1950.
TABLE 28
Analysis of the Least Square Line and Correlation Coefficient in Education for Blacks for
1950, 1960 and 1970







A Comparison of the slope of the least Square Line for Education
1950, 1960 and 1970.
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ANALYSIS OF THE LEAST SQUARE LINE FOR INCOME OF BLACKS FOR 1950,
1960 and 1970
The slope of the least square analysis for income shows that
improvement was made during the two (2) decade periods represented. The
slope of 1970 is much greater than the 1960 or 1950 but the slope of 1950 is
greater than 1960.
No explanation can be given for the imcome slope in 1950 being
greater than 1960. The data shows that the income level of blacks in
1960 is better than that of 1950.
Figure 8 shows slopes for the given years.
w
TABLE 29
ANALYSIS OF THE LEAST SQUARE LINE AND CORRELATION COEFFICIENT IN INCOME OF BLACKS FOR
1950, 1960 and 1970
Years Slope of the Least Square Line Correlation Coefficient
1950 -1.9421 0.91
1960 -2.22501 1





A Comparison of the slope of the Least Square line for Income 1950,
1960 and 1970.
FURTHER ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Another way of showing the improvement In the education, income
and employment level of blacks in Mississippi for 1950, 1960 and 1970
is to show the percentage increase for education, income and employment
at various levels.
The number of blacks enrolled in school between the ages of
five (5) and six (6) increased by 7.1 per cent from 1950 to 1970. At
the same time the number of blacks enrolled in school between the ages
of seven (7) and thirteen (13) increased by 2.6 per cent for the (2)
periods. The number of blacks enrolled in school between the ages of
eighteen and nineteen (19) increased by 25.3 per cent over the periods
1950 through 1970 and the number of blacks enrolled in school between
the ages of twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) increased by 4 per cent
between the years 1950 through 1970.
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The number of blacks completing different grade levels also
showed Improvement. The number of blacks completing high school increased
by 4.2 per cent between 1950 and 1970. and at the same time the number of
blacks completing college increased by 1.9 per cent for the same period.
In the examination of Number Two (2), the writer will employ the
data presented in the paper to see if the blacks have made absolute
economic progress compared to whites.
The income difference ob blacks and whites in Mississippi has
widen between the years, 1950 through 1970. But at the same time the
education and employment difference between blacks and whites which
has narrowed.
In 1950, the dollar difference in Income between blacks and
whites Income was one thousand thirteen ($1,013), this figure increased
to two thousand three hundred and ninety-seven ($2,397) dollars in 1960
and to two thousand five hundred eighty-eight ($2,588) in 1970.
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Table 30 show that the percentage difference of whites and
blacks enrolled in school for 1950, 1960 and 1970 narrowed in each of
the three (3) periods. In 1970 the percentage of blacks enrolled in
school from ages 5-15 was greater than that of whites.
Table 31 shows that the percentage difference of whites and blacks
who completed certain grade levels 25 years and over narrowed in each of
the three (3) periods. In 1970 the percentage of blacks completing eighth
grade was greater than that of whites; blacks 13.8 and whites 10.8 per
cent. The tables show that the education difference between blacks and
whites does widen with the percentage of persons completing high school.
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TABLE 30
EDUCATION PERCENTAGE DIFFERENCE OF BLACKS AND WHITES BY AGE LEVEL
FOR 1950, 1960 AND 1970
1950
Age 5-6 7-13 14-15 16-17 20-21
Whites 36.0 95.0 90.9 41.1 17.3
Blacks 34.8 91.2 84.5 27.3 13.0
Difference 1.2 3.8 16.4 13.8 4.3
1960
Age 5-6 7-13 14-15 16-17 20-21
Whites 49.5 97.6 95.7 84.5 23.6
Blacks 46.9 95.3 94.7 80.0 24.3
Difference 2.6 2.3 1.0 4.5 -0.7
mo
Age 5-6 7-13 14-15 16-17 20-21
Whites 55.2 95.2 94.5 53.3 26.4
Blacks 64.1 96.0 96.0 52.6 17.2
Difference -8.9 -1.2 -1.5 0.7 9.2
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TABLE 31
PERCENTAGE COMPARISON OF WHITE AND BLACK PERSONS 25 YEARS AND OVER
COMPLETING GIVEN GRADE LEVELS
1950





Whites 1.5 16.3 19.3 6.1
Blacks 8.7 9.6 2.3 .6
1960





Whites 1.0 15.5 24.4 7.8
Blacks 8.4 12.3 4.2 1.7
1970





Whites 1.2 10.8 30.7 10.0
B1acks 6.1 13.8 8.7 3.7
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ANALYSIS
The following represent the analysis based on the findings of the
paper. Many factors evidently account for the improvement which has been
made in blacks economic level between 1950 to 1970. The minimum wage low
which has been constantly increasing since the mid 1950's has had an effect
on the income of blacks as well as whites. The real increase in the income
of blacks came in the period between 1960 and 1970. This increase can be
related to the number of blacks who left the farms in early 1960's and went
to the cities to find employment. It has been revealed from the study that
blacks showed tremendous increase in the professional and technical areas
compared with other areas in 1970. At the same time the percentage of
blacks as farm laborers and private household workers declined between 1960
asd 1970.
Another factor which has assisted in improving the economic level
has been the increased education level of blacks. The number of blacks
going to college between the years 1960 through 1970 increased at a greater
rate than the other years. The impact of the Great Society and the Financial
Assistance to students may have helped to account for the increase during
this period.
While the income of whites and blacks for the periods 1950, 1960
and 1970 increased, the education and the employment differences between
whites and blacks declined, this may be the result of a number of factors.
Population data shows that a large percentage of blacks who complete high
school and college leave the state after graduation while whites remain.
This means that the blacks who would be earning a higher income are leaving
the state even though they are receiving an education in Mississippi.
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Another factor which has helped to influence the increased
difference in income is that the percentage of whites who are self employed
is much greater than that of blacks. This income of these workers may be
much greater than the income of blacks, which may have influenced the
income level for whites.
In the final analysis, the constant increase difference in the
income of blacks and whites from 1950 through 1970 may be the result of
discrimination in income. Even though the education level and the types
of employment did narrow between blacks and whites from 1950 through 1970,
the income paid to the two (2) groups may have been different.
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SUMMARY
The purpose of this study is to examine the income, education and
employment changes of blacks in Mississippi during the period from 1950
through 1970.
The basis for identifying the changes was to make a comparative analysis
based on the United State Census reports for 1950, 1960 and 1970.
A comparative analysis was made on the income for Blacks and Whites for
1950, 1960 and 1970, the education level of Blacks and Whites for 1950, 1960
and 1970. A comparison was made in income, education and occupation for 1950
1960, and 1970 between blacks and whites.
Collection of Data
Income
The study shows that for each of the two (2) decades 1950 through 1960
and 1960 through 1970, the income of blacks in Mississippi increased but at
the same time the income difference between blacks and whites became greater.
The widen of the income difference between blacks and whites is a result
of the percentage change in the income of blacks from 1950 to 1960 and 1960
to 1970 and the percentage change in the income of whites for the same period.
Education
The study shows that for each of the two (2) decades 1950 through 1960
and 1960 through 1970, the percentage of blacks in certain age groups that
attended school increased more than the same age groups of whites.
The percentage change in the number of blacks and whites completing
certain grade levels are about the same between the two (2) decade periods.
Occupation
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The study shows that the number of blacks in the labor force declined
in each of the two (2) decades 1950 through 1960 and 1960 through 1970.
This decline was mainly due to the fact that the population of blacks living
in Mississippi declined especially in the employment age group.
The percentage of blacks who went into occupations such as professional
and technical workers, clerical and craftsmen increased during the period
from 1950 through 1970. At the same time occupations such as farmers and
private household workers declined during the period from 1950 through 1970.
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CONCLUSION
The following conclusion resulted from the findings and statistical
treatment of this study:
(1) The income level of blacks increased over the two (2) decade
periods from 1950 through 1970, but at the same time the income
difference between Blacks and Whites widen for the two (2) decade
periods.
(2) The education level of blacks increased over the two (2) decade
period 1950 through 1970 but at the same time the percentage dif¬
ference in education level between blacks and whites became closer.
(3) The types of jobs available to blacks in Mississippi improved be¬
tween 1950 through 1970.
(4) In absolute terms the economic conditions of blacks improved be¬
tween 1950 through 1970 but relatively blacks are no better off
in 1970 than 1950.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations are based upon the findings of the
investigation in this study paper:
(1) Blacks who completed college or some type of occupational skill
training should remain in the state in order to help improve the
condition of other blacks in the state.
(2) The state of Mississippi should make every effort to see that dis¬
crimination does not exist in the compensation of individuals be¬
cause of color.
(3) Blacks in the state should condition to improve its education level
in order to improve their economic condition in the state.
(4) The state of Mississippi should make every effort to increase the
number of industries in the state, thus substituting for the in¬





Correlation of Non-Whites Completing Grades 1-16 for 1950
No. X: Y: (X-7.)^ (T-Y)2 X.-Y:
1 0.4 1.59 0.2304 0.5184 0.6360
2 0.75 1.34 0.0169 0.2209 1.005
3 0.85 0.93 0.0009 0.0036 0.7905
4 0.90 0.98 0.0004 0.0121 0.8820
5 1.00 0.81 0.0144 0.0036 0.8100
6 1.08 0.36 0.0400 0.2601 0.3888
7 1.15 0.08 0.0729 0.6241 0.0920
X- T:= (x-x.)2 (T-T.)2 X:Y: =
N=7 6.13 6.09 0.3579 1.6428 4.6043
J = X; = 0.88
N




The least square line is
where m =
m = -2.008
Y - 0.87 s -2.008 (-0.88
Y - 0.87 := -2.008 X + (2.008) (0.88
Y - 0.87 = -2.008 X + 1.7670
Y = -2.008 X + (1.7670 + 0.87)
Y = -2.008 X + 2.6370
Let Y = 0
X = 2.008 X = 2.7670 = 1.3133
2.008 2.0d8






















Correlation of Non-Whites With Incomes Between $1,000-$8,999 for 1950
No I’ 7: 1.-7.
1 3.18 1.36 .1681 1.0000 4.3248
2 3.40 0.78 .0361 0.1764 2.6520
3 3.54 0.21 0.0025 0.0225 0.7434
4 3.65 .05 0.0036 0.0961 .1825
5 3.74 .04 0.02253 0.1024 .1496
6 3.81 .04 0.0484 0.1024 .1524






X = IT; = 3.59
^ ^ *0,36
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The least square line is
T-T = M(r-p






Y-0.36 = -1.9421 f + 6.9722
Y = -1.9421 f + (6.9722 + 0.36)
Y = -1.9421 X + 7.3322










Y =-1.9421 (3) + 7.3322
= 5.8263 + 7.3322
= 1.506
Correlation coefficient




= -19412 1 3541
1.6022
r = 0.91
The least square line is
Y = Y = M(X - Y)
where M = (XiYi-N XY)
(XiXF
M = 4.9929 - 8 (.91) (.8i
.4569
Y - 0.80 = - -1.8189
Y - 0.80 = - -1.8189
Y = -1.8189 + (1

















Correlation of Non-Whites Completing Grades 1-16 for 1960
No. Xi Yi (X-X)2 (Y-Y)2 (XiYi)
1 0.4 1.49 .2601 .4761 0.5960
2 0.75 1.30 .0256 .2500 .9750
3 0.85 0.95 .0036 .0225 .8075
4 0.90 1.12 .0001 .1024 1.0080
5 1.00 0.90 .0081 .0100 .9000
6 1.08 0.60 .0289 .0400 .6480
7 1.15 0.02 .0576 .6984 .0230
8 1.18 0.03 .0729 .5929 .0354
Xi = Yi= (X-T)2= (Y-Y)^= XiYi =
N=8 7.31 6.41 .4569 2.1023 4.9929
X = Xi = .91
N






Correlation of Non-Whites With Incomes Between $1,000-$8,999 for 1960
“T 8
3.64




The least square line is
Y - Y = M(-.X -X)
where M = XiYi - NXY
2
(XiX)
N = 14.7235 - 8 (3.64) (.54)
.4450
Y - .54 = -2.2501 (X-3.64)
Y - .54 = -2.2501 + 8.1904
Y = -2.2501 + (8.1904 + .54
Y = -2.2501 X + 8.7304
Y = 0




Y = -2.6905 (3.5) + 10.334
= -9.4168 + 10.3334
Y = .916































X = Xi = .92
Y = Yi = .95
N
100
The least square line is
Y - X = M (Xi - X)
where M = XiYi - N «(irT)
- —(xi i)^'—
= 6.4183 - 8(.92) (.95)
.4679
Y - .95 = -1.2261 (X - .92)
Y - .95 = -1.2261 + 1.1280
Y = 1.2261X + 1.1280 + .95
Y = 1.2261X + 2.0780
Y = 0
X = 2.0780 = 1.6948
1.2261
X = 1
Y = -1.2261 + 2.0780
= .85








Correlation of Non-Whites With Incomes Between $1,000-$8,999 - 1970
No. Xi Yi (X-Xi)^ (T-Yi)^ XiYi
1 3.18 1.28 .2116 .1444 4.0704
2 3.40 1.17 .0576 .0729 3.9780
3 3.54 1.13 .0100 .0529 4.0002
4 3.65 1.01 .0001 .0121 3.6865
5 3.74 .85 .0100 .0025 3.1790
6 3.81 .70 .0289 .0400 2.6670
7 3.86 .60 .0484 .0900 2.3160
8 3.92 .48 .0784 .1764 1.8816
N=8 Xi = Yi = (X-X)2 (Y-Yi)^




Least Square line is
Y - Y = M(X-Y)
where M = XiY - bIXT =
—(Xiin^“
M = 25.7789 - 8(3.64) (.90)
.4450
-.9643
Y = .90 = .9643 (X - 3.64)
Y = .90 = .9643 + 3.5100
Y = .9643 + (3.5100 + .90)
Y = -.9643 + 4.4100
Y = 0
X = 4.4100 = 4.57
.9643
X = 1
Y = -.9643 (3) + 4.4100
= 1.51
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